
*My Dads father was a school teacher in Vollmer,Russia. He got tuberculosis and

his father (my Dad's grandfather) sent him and his family to the sumrner resorts at the
Black Sea to recuperate. While living there a younger sister to my Dad, (Brunhilda), was
born. However both Mother and child died. The father and his young son, which was
my Dad, Herman, returned to Vollmer. There the father (Joseph) succumbed to his
illness when my Dad was three years old. My Dad's grandfather then raised him until
my Dad immigrated to Canada in 1909. ---by Mary Blatz, Camrose A.B. Marctr, 30s
2000.

Our Family Remembers

Lord, we keep forgetting all those who lived before us,
We keep forgetting those who lived and worked in our

communities.
We keep forgetting those who prayed and sang hymns

in our churches before we were born.
We keep forgetting what our fathers and mothers

have done for us.
We commit the sin, Lord, of assuming that everything

begins with us.
We drink from wells we did not dig.
We eat food from farmland we did not develop.
We enjoy freedoms which we have not earned.
We worship in churches which we did not build.
We live in communities we did not establish.
This day, make us grateful for our heritage. Amen.
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Fi,*,e L- FTrfirt !-t,':l F. €:1

,i.a, r,;L1r'na end mtls, Lt[l tfr right - Rr:r,mo;r<1, Herrnrr aud Hrtbtri

iti i':r trr inrmigrt,ting ro Carlade, rny ftrlher Peter, lril
1[L'fii<j t]outilt'y tB go to (ihic;rgo. Thelc he rvotkeql lbr
fp 

'1 
r calr in the ft'eigirt sheds to earn erlough m()ne)' io

-:L;.. tri nir femily's fale te Canstla.

The l?rr"::ily landed f'ifteen rnilci toirthe ast clFror'r:rst.
[lrtrrr. oil ii holllest+ad. Four ]'enrg Jal0l', the fs:u,l"v
yx,;,'rci :ix mrlei sori(h iirld settied on a h;rif secaior i,l
'11-ii.lrtr]lron !;tnd, on part of whr{h the hantl*r of 8tilo.
Ai[erra is locsrted.

'l'h: llnd rr,at saird! s{td rotky A}l thc rv(rt'k iv,1s

d,:,P.e hy hatrr^1 antl ;r le3rn of o\.ei}.

iir: ierriirncl*r oi' the fiturih, - Simrrn. J.:.ke, $usie
\iphr:\nse. -{k'ir ir.lrti Peter (the youilgeili 1.:.?:!'e born et
{rI!\ (til.

lr l9i{, Ilerrderrtnville Schuoi t}as huilt. i:ne r,t:!e
jrsi ':,f Booo" ..viiet': tirc' f,atrti11,, ei.cel)t fcr Marv, xt-
:rr.t,li.(l s(lr+0i.

ln llll, the tilr-rriiy. ex;ept l-eo attd.lsrke, riicvc,: tu
lt; i:aisderi dr:trict, tr{y fhther bought a f;r,r'rn $'lth
,\:ee quarlers rrf iarLci fiom Charlie Ne*'pr.>:-i, l(lcntrd
'i,:el ,riiltr easr ;tfld thte-qulrter: oi r, miie flotlh ()f
1!ri 

',lirn, The famiiy s*itied or'r irE liind and t'r:1, nloIh4r
liid f; ih''r tived tliere rrriti! th*y dieil I\11' t:r'.he;". Fetel ,
l:r.1 it rher age t,f ri:ti'.uiiti:t in 1935. irl,v nr,:lher, l{ag-
.,-.!,:r , Jred ar r'nc iigt {ri:Si\(,.'-thit* in l?ril, Alphu:lie,
i..i: ;rp,1 Peier. fir"rr:hed rirc::r s.;lrrr+ting Ar {liEe
\h'-:l iuic, ant! urte hali niiles 5suttreast tif h,'-rn*.

I;,,'. tjrrl f €trs $l N{arlrltrl, rr,i. hlitl n lgi.r'r. prect
'"':l(:'.tr. Si.irr:r.. .\lphonie.,\ic'ii rri'J r,tyself. P'iry-
"'( i;r d,iii;ri r!r tl,e turt'ottnditi!: Jolltniullilie:i' Rre
'dsi'r: 

1,1i;-, lli c cir,ila:': I r.1tsht. Priu. tu nlovinE to h! +i:-
1l::r ' l-t'', !r;rg rr:irrlreijt io {-,,,orge KirsJin;;er' i trtl
irr Fttr,'h,.,.o, .. ir:tll r.*,':tir;n i,l i*r,i.i:r-ar-:t (!iar!i+
rr' 

r/-\ir ,li l.':ri i. rlic rin,€ .:, tt,i'f:;t:-,e;'tlt-,

ileii:,:r ;ii1rv ing tri F.lt.i"rdt;r. Nr:11;i' rr,, . r'l i: r'r,. 1l '

.l ,,",.ii Ii,pir.'l'tf.r, l"1;iri i11r.;qi.i i, h,,lt'i:,.:,,'- ..

,rri:-i;iii i.iie 1'''.it I;i 11. l,l';rt 'i, ,, I-",:,' - i ,.i
., ll, .- :il',"rrr i:3 iafl':...i- l-:.JL,gh!'t* i.ir::: ,r l.l ,, .,.,..,.

I i:u.i ried Yerri;t liatsriir i:;n-, ,.he ?:rzil: r,iistr i: i . ,r, *r'
$a l\:aii{;n in j'i-13. \ iifi:r i{:ri i'{}!r; ,ri ,. hl-.rgr.'
L S,1. irr i.?1.:a. She ;anr.= rvith her pel+:r{i ii., t}r: [ :'rr:r
rj-iiirlt in 1114. Iiei pafer:ti h,td ;t i,rltirC:ttr:rl 1( il. 1,:

t\e Battlt ft.ir'gr,;p the no::ir t:d+,
l:i 1!"tl , ir.,e pilrrhili,:{1 tv,o $uar'lii:-, ,-rl' 11ii1.1. f1.rr1r

nr:iE: d,.le lall rrf lvt:rrsrien, frert f iln: :-,.rid i.. {. ir.

Edrlliin{on) Aibei'trt. Ten daiiar i i:c'!'.n piiit,r.lr!t.rii,.i
lhre+ ihousnpr.l ergirt huirdred delir"r'r b:,riiitii't. irt |ii r
fie!' ;eili irrtere$t. t(iySlll* irt lv.:tl't'e v:'.,r's-

i&'e iriii'e ihre* b+y5: Hsinra!1, 'c,otu in !911, lIuLr'-'r.t
!t l!li anlJ Ra:r'illr)rrd, il 193+, Thel' nil lor:k thqir
;iqi;.ririi;1g rr"I i:ii{ie Scirouri. f'{et nian att€trr{td 5r.
Thoftais Coiiege rn N+rtir Suril*ibrii. $iirkiiichsrran,

lil 19:7, lve s:iJ :he fiirrn at Ltariden itt\d briuEht :r

i*rnr at N{tridll+rte. Sark,:icherian. We firrn:e,*1 tnere
urrlrl 'i'e :olr'i and i':rireo frorn tirniilg in J963.

l{+rurnfi and Fat 'attb LIBll grld Dtricri

l{*rrrrir$ ni::rnier} prruisia Flit.ttor, crf Abl,oir;i:rrl,
Brrtish C+iun:bia. li:*i' h:.r'e 6ne. Eirl. 1.i'rlrt, fotjl i'rcr1

u1C oire li,;i. I)a*r;i'. riet'e$. 'fhe larrriiy is i,i.:'rg :Lr

Irt!n:r-rni,--n itid Hcrrltiiu ls erilploye(i b;,' lie Fclnr'.:r't,::t
Tt:lLsit S;'Btem, i1s ii l:rrr: driver.

l( :l::trt ril arfi ed N,rre; tl C ctt l t er t\{ L i,lY (i lri l'tf I e,' .t i'."1

iftt; ha'rr- ir','r- chiklrtti - Riia. t:ille lefi! +.c',J (-':,ii')rr.
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Fit..,e L irormg Lr.,l 7e!n e-iA SLlE-'

.1,:nir l.)rt:n., irili i i ri.r! \\ r i.;ir,rr,. I \\

? . ,::2

i{l.lini. !'"r;:,

llullcrt turl Stranr t ilh i{'t:r ' ;rd {'sllir

.fl.lilicili:ri l.rt't::i..:tl-\.lr:i: 'r..,:'rt llir-. .iirl;tril-ir:lnl
!1tr il-r:.1)jirriri :,ia r\irt,:r 't!it\ \!i'\ '1. i\i li1 ',111'l ,nltl'\1,C

h.,j . CiilL!!1 i!1i -,.i1 \ ,L[rr .,r" j t,, ". :i!,j,. 1,. -'r:r:t iiu

lirhr lr'':iu\'. 1.., rlli;i ,.,; .' ,'",

$'.". 1i-,r.3','gii iritriti irri-'!!'riir'.rrir( .1LIil'j,,i,i,i: :':r1r0, !I::.
!r:;iilc* Lr!:lli 11iii,.'r r,',itii' ;r1,-,i r r,' ii,ril ti:iir [,+t t.'i'

l-l,.r1,i.ir::itl:lr:t'. ll )l:lq{ :''tu!i {,).r't.i !r'' i il.5i Fl:'tt 
"1"

li:.1r.'i li't ..ll'ri rlir,']i :li r:r..1 i1,1rL I irr-' ltil-l:r. '"'.li I'i('r

i'ini:olle.i l'!-'!!c{1''qrii:. 'i.! r,1- \ir.' '- !'ir"' rlr': iir"t r'i:l';i'

.,.'itii :,rl:,j,t',:: ;.rid \ .lt fii:,ii lli. 1\'.' il;,', ii.,iti l .r! 'r;:11 r,', rriti

;-.iil<:ti iiti't ihC i':trrr,trgill. riilirit t.r' .rti'' l(1 ill'iL'\!j-

'',',a;11- 
\\',.: i:i1! \rt{r .itti.'. .,t':'-! lr,1i}',rtrt ri l:'r'lrrt i''::"ii,

,,;\ C U*i-C lt:1.,:. \\ !1..,t t, ilir ;l trr ,i,r i ;: :r l,trl i iti i,l. I 'Ji,l'

i,!lri Or;r d:,ii'lt'j:l .iil li.{ ,r lr. li: 
". 

1)tli tli(i ;t.'r'-i:

i1{-1lilr', ,l\ ih;' 1r-iiri:: i\ \!r i! t-'1 ., ;il :rr'i

W; it(tti 1..:'. t i.:., ; il.tL'-1,i.'t .,r' iil Ill I r'sj \.)il )' \[i]\t (il

tidnliileL"lL1:)r.:1,.:l.i,",,.rriii:lritr',i)ri |,1 ,r.'i11'-":;1i;1-igl'

,ii\teerr. 'l ilr:y- iire itr Strlr''-r'' Bijt;sh ( trlulrriiiit" rlc.!!

1,Al'tc,.rutf,i'. i{ubei-t is vrlrkij}g fol $'13ig11' H<':'''i 'ts i
firfcllif rl.

P.:r i,rnort tl i l e illplt) !'e t{ h I El'-1 *r,"-' t tt'r, : {r rae I li'-\ i : jL' 1'

[{y- uife;164i I l11r.rretl io.rlltj ii\'a(i in t'r': Ol'rr:lr6irt:
\,elir-r,r- fqf toirf 1,eit15 i rlrd r',tt'ioir: -ilril:i:ilBi'e"

in iC+; n'e t'!ioveri lo Sttrrey. Bi'itiih (Ioltit'ltllrrL lre
reiid*d rhels l-i:r $e\rit ! c:its ! 'litl diit'eient ktr'-iis r'l

\{'+l'k theti iiq wcll-
Atl*r l,:irr'irrg L.lol'rlt'irinstei''ri lq:S r"r' r'':;tt t': E'l-

rti$n[(rit 14 {ir.,1', rvhele r+ f ilile Fre$f ilti!' lsii(jin8, I *';li
e:npl{.}}L'd lrt' I nlei t:atitrnitl Se(tiri!i'" ltill rni'nii Ii" es

with i:{
I hlivu erilrr1'e1-! 5ri' iii'-' atpelie&{*5 l ei'i' :i'tt!rh'

.':

AI-{}iS LCIRE}.Z

{lcis Li:r'rrte i.ti'}d Vi$iel lVei:'rhliir t\ ei€ itlitt I ltli ii}

the titii r,ii 1';ii7. We lir'*rl on th+ ii:rrlt i]\rlr{L! !;1 (h'rrli*

lgr"fo,t. lo,;ateei t,rtes ntiir's ealt ijrul nl''r hllf n:lr''

!lirrth of li{irrii-ier:, ds i'rloSt .\.lr.ltiE Ltrliiic:i it" thoie

dn^)-t, lq'a.ii.rst h,rti ih= billtl nf{i$Silic:;l ll0 i:ieclt;(il'v' rlr

lLri:r:inx u':,tei' \\'u gt:r the pt!'"er'ill 1'i5i ano r){l'ti:'r}

oirlesi cit il,u'ren wclg let ,v ete ir.Bd ir he lt lhei' ;r.rulri ttrrn

-, ,fr. t"i"fi i.llld lhc iight rr eri'1 cotl1s t1n' Jlr4 e' t'itri{
i:rollle-r|arn'lr:1'\Lits 1 1';i1l fror:l'!) lE lh(i'if dr;y: *fl*r rrv'

i,.,f t+ u".,rnt b':li-''r- Li'-rttirs, (:i\'er'3 !r\rllp {rcirrlneC.heiti' .'LI

il61g-r the bi',by t:ti:rlne q;.iit': ii::1;Lltierlt heii'rr': tire brrltle

cri r,1e .
\1,rt' !,r,iri i,!l{j t'.rllt 
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F I ,r L. For rr=' l-r,,:!. jrE ii P T5 E.-r5"1

(-l.ll"ft.)Itlt i-mri il,tli i ll t,{}i ( ir\
"'irilltn .:,i t..riirh i 1,i!-'..ii

:. r:i.r l'!:.{l\11'jl-i "';''." :'' I '11"i'.; '.rl i;' { iIi,.:

;r it') . !;lutit'l-i ,ill!:r il{ i -. 'ir'^';rrij'ri rrir,!l'ri.,.,

.,,, r.rt"l)u.ritIl .ril,.r (i',-' ! 'I lL"\t - :'.i n '.-rrr'. 1 l):i:

ri:.,...: .rrli \ .lrl:l\ii,',.-', r: i''ifr,rrr,.'i:. 'i: ic ll( rrth..:,

.!i,i,!il, lii:....r .ri::j .i .ilt,i ,,,, i t{r:- ,.ili .lt,.11r1,.- ,,

'r-'l iii(l
i ',.\t\ln r!l.i(:j l: i".1,. ,lr,',,"1.tri(,tl !r-..rr ,,!1;r. .,,:'i\.nli

1.-,.. -.:ii 1r." ,'rll il tl:i it r, .r ]U,,,.i ; r.,-,-: trr lr'.C

i ;ij'ot .j \lh.:l! l.\:,t{:i\ ,1 .!, it:
\i (t'. i i)trr-f.,:1r*'r';jlirqlyg { l11i1l

r, \ie luir: .:. r.';ii ,r:. i\(rrki::u
'.lc r.ii\:iil . ll': i:eji:er.i .lira Br*x rii,:
,,, olkr\i iur^ \LJ:iiirric I loiiin.t:h*:r,

:r: \.1.r 'i: { !i'. i::t' ,ir:

ri ",ri'k. .l .'.:1:. ; ,..,i ',"'

rri L.l'fii'tqtt: Iq',1ii1',1;

".'eli:' 
i. ltvt ii;i'r-'. .rr:.1 ,l

| ;1r'tri :. rr-ttige (- liii:i i /'

.l(iltl( I.{}l{ti\l
i:: !Qlir, .lt)ltrt l.r' ;.1!r'ir,1'- r',(;!it iti li,11i(r.,i ilf "i:.t'i,

;i,; ' r',1{.:il1 -!rli],{ -.lLflir":C ',.lrt!'.11..1 rllrlll r:tri-r i0 l'r,',
!',,irr-i i'i.: L !trtrr r.r i:1,: \tir1r{1=!i,rjd:r l{} i'ill ttr v.r'ii ll.rr'

.r*r iir)cl-r. ii1 iire .irr !r'ig ()t ir.i-]. itr -,l.itte"i vl'fr!l: tar
iirr'r )'C'.r t)Lril :i!'t.i i"iit\ .'en)lril:c!i ,,lii lhiii far'tti i!el
..'n!-€

I),.ri in* ii:e 5fl !iig, i1c t)r,j jrirl'e..i ihe l,el:1r i::r "t*dirtg
,,1[ rrOr-ild rjtl thirl! rrr-.,j- ,r': .i tri€r)i]'lt(]r:l ..*]. I11

.i.iat"iTlr,ir, liC c,ii'tt'e it f]-.iLirJl rrrir.l tltir.r."ig tili !vi.ttei ,.1iii

i.t tdi f s . ti:tgiJ liarrterr. Jl lt l€ J, c lii le.l .qr :;ri'e riiinrrf i.
11r rellr oi'lir,"ling i'.i!1e ll hf l. Llr'.,rlrn'* crltle,r':{l :hr

{jjr'!.jr.:..r1 {:iiif{ trilrr::l .ind iir}\! }ii,,;',.! :..)ms i)i tl-re

;':.ici r irtllrli i6li[1;',i:; :.r.'!-it,li.! litt,\, liitllle-l"rte',r i(i treitt lhe
;irl. !

-!.r lrelent. Jcltil]rir liie. rn the .i{}hrr i..ct, ::i! !'!r hL.ltlse

.iiiil ,:!'l'ile: irr lhr'a.]lr'.irrlil frilili r\'{-r'''',1"i\r rC iri}:!:.
'f.i:(,j! (ri)i!:. F !'dll tlte h, r u,':}5 {lllill '.\'e \)''iIe

'j' I gtre:.:; r-.|iil-*rr.l kncir

E.*ith (,f'lcls

lri li)-il . {i;fi;r-,.i
r.iutgir;rr cri {)ii', er ,

iir ;, rr'ri;rli ['i1rr.r1-r1 ;
{ j itfr:r: ti's p&re*Is.

r{il:1a ar.r'ni:i,l Ia;rl+ rh c:{ !i
ir,it! irrril \*n. Stuilft .\i
ttre ()ii','er Re irl t;rltr:.

rrrUCh rf ie:rtn. r:i*l th,;ug
r+li-)te ;raour:iJ lhe r-iistlrct

I ouckr

t '*rei'e lllt I rirn lhC rlli.ir:si

, olthe \Y
llrll. r

liai rr'e:.,. lte lrveil
thC ::rl]'it 1'all.rl .i

it ti!Y

i the .\, f,-rtitle:tr i'f-rir. \\'r-r
jltrti_i,,1"1, .\ i. ltrJ.i ,.rn

t;'ri'in, irtti I lotrnrl I htrtl
ha,.1 * orked tirr Jiffererrt
i-r:rcl't!'.i, i- i'r [rr'*tt hi:ti:c'

0C| all

. '*'f hrui: oil il

ti) lli,J .,|'i.)r( ivl,l'l/

) I .rlscr rr''.rr'Lr"'i

Ll:.-:lt[,

r.L. rrrd ilniJ loukiiti: ril'tt:: n. I hir,i ne'reI !)iit(liL'd ir

clti:k.. Hr:''"'t o'ri. aii:; fbu'
.ilter .ettlr'rE herts rutd

iri':. Qt !i ial ;'rltl r't1'r.':I, I

sse thiflgi- ;i:i ur{ll ;rI

fi;il dirl, IIllliil,l{ ii s$!','. f,

fin:-rliy lti*r'rrcr.i btiro

ir-'arnirrg l(., r*1^', kflit
'c1'or.lIif,t. 

i k t'r.liiS. utifiL' !.iuitth

.rild :i0hp !i'lr !rr rrnd lVe.riso i:i f {tili uu'tt lrutte: llrtr.l
lisrralt), h;.rtl ri iilv ri!-rii$ fQ ti
1^,eek in e\ciiii f I ol"cltis,
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From: Leona Rosenmeier
^-o: Lois Lorenz

.ent: Friday, July 15, 2005 6:08 PlVl

Subject: Marriage record

l'm pretty sure I have a copy of the marriage record but I'll have to search. As I said, I haven't worked on genealogy for a long

time and I have oodles of materials, sometimes not well organized.

Yes, lots of Lorenz families in Galicia, lots of Lorenz families in the Pfalz, lots of Lorenz families in Chicago (as of when lwas a

child). tvly husband says l'm related to nearly everyone. Of course, not all Lorenzes are actually related to me; it just seems
that way. And there are the Sebastians, Gewerths, tVlillers/tMUllers, and on and on-and now they're related to you too. Or is it
your husband who is the Lorenz?

Here is part of a letter to me from my grandmother, tt/agdalena [Vloss:

And now about the family tree. I cana't tell you much. I came to Chicago in 1905 from Austria and I forgot almost everlything.
I was 16 years old. My maiden name was lt/agdalena M0. lVly father's name was Ludwik tMoss. My mother's maiden name
was Barbara Lorenz. My parents were born in a village by the name of Hoffnungsau They were married in the town names
Dolina. They had 13 children, seven boys and 7 girls Fourchrldren were born in Hofnungsau. Catherine died a baby, Jacob,
Bill (William), then I was number four. I was one year old when we moved to a village nearby. tr/y father bought some land

with a house. I was very nice. The name of that village was Rachin. We had a very nice place, up on the hill. There the rest
of the children were born. After me was Elizabeth, Caroline, Peter, [tIarie, Frederick. Joseph and Johnny died babies. Then
was Christine and the last one was Jacob. The oldest brother Jacob died when he was 21 in 1906. That's why my parents
named the youngest brotheR Jacob. Elizabeth was 17 when she died. Caroline was Wanda's mother. You must remember
her. Wanda came to Chicago as a D.P. (displaced person). She lived with us on LowellAvenue. Caroline died in Germany. I

believeitwasinlg60. PetermarriedaRussiangirl. HelivedinatownbythenameofPoznan,belongstoPoland. Frederick
was in Vienna, titlarie is in Chicago, Christine is in Germany and Jacob is now in San Bernardino, Calif. I haven't mentioned my

brotherBill. Heistwoyearsolderthanlam. HeisnowTT. CametoChicagoinl905. Threeyearslaterheenlistedinthe
jrmy, served Uncle Sam 27 years and retired. When World War ll broke out, he enlisted in the Navy, was teaching the boys to
- r helicopters, met with an accident, was in the hospital for a while and then retired. He is married, has a son and a daughter.
r_ived in San Bernardino for many years. Sold his house, lived with his son last winter. ln the last letter he said in spring he

was going back to San Bernardino. I didn't get a letter from him this summer so I don't know if they are in California or in
Mexico. His son lives in Mexico, married but I don't know if he has a family.

It/ly grandmother and grandfather were born in another village nearby. The name of that village was Obliska. They were
miriieO in Obliska, then bought a house in Hofnungsau. They had that I remember 3 boys and 5 girls, all born in Hofnungsau.
My mother was the oldest, Barbara, next was Joseph, then Elizabeth, Margaret, Catherine. My Aunt Catherine died in

Chicago, maybe you remember Uncle and Aunt Hayne I think that's spelled Hilhn or Hehn]. Come to think you were too small
when ihey died. They had to boys Bill and Joe. Then there was Peter and William Lorenz. The girl was Caroline, No. 8.

Maybe you remember my Uncle Bill; he visited us in 1954 or 55 from Canada. He stayed by us 6 weeks. My uncles and their
families left Austria I believe it was in 1909 and went to Canada. They took grandmother with because she was a widow. Her
home was then with her youngest son, Uncle Bill. Uncle Joseph, Peter, Bill and Grandma and their wives are dead - died in

Canada. I have a lot of cousins in Canada.

My grrandmother's maiden name was Cathine Peterman. I don't know grandfather's flrst name, the second name was Lorenz.

My grandfather and you dad's grandfather were brothers. You see my mother and your dad's father were first cousins. You
dadb family and my family are from the same place, not the same village, but we all belonged to the same town, Dolina. My
grandfather died in Hofnungsau, so did Aunt Elizabeth. I don't know nothing about the others. My mother died in World War l,

I believe of dougle pneumonia. tVly father died at 73. I don't remember what year, in Rachin. The state was Galizia, the town
Dolina, near Stryj. Close to the Hungarian border. The next closest border was Bucovina, by the Carpathian woods. Galizia
belonged then to Austria. Franz Joseph was Kaiser over Austria and king over Hungary. Now I don't know where it belongs .

ThisletterwassenttomewhenlwaslivinginSeattleinOctoberl964. ltwasmorethan20yearsbeforeldidanyfurther
searching but I couldn't have found anything if it weren't for this letter. The Uncle Bill mentioned was YOUR Bill and I do sort of
remember him. As far as I know Wanda still lives in the Chicago area and has a son. She married a Hendricksen but is

-{ivorced and I haven't been able to locate her. I think it was Caroline's daughter I received a letter from just after the war, from
;€rrTl?n!. She was getting married and needed fabric to make a wedding dress, which I sent her. Her letters were in German

and German script and at the time I couldn't read them. Apparently, I threw them away after Grandma translated them for me.

http://us.f518.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Showletter?Msgld:4133 _14913674_601625-1698-5 i 66-0-31 199-1... 712212005
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I do have a photo.

- 'eel free to add any or all of this to your family record.

I wish we could come to the reunion but it is too soon and too far. The 2008 reunion will certainly be on our calendar,
however. Thanks for writing.

Leona

http://us.fSl8.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Showletter?Msgld:4133 14913674 601625 1698 5166 0 31199 1... 712212005



The Zentner Saga, as remembered by Thaddeus (Teddy)

Fourth son of John & Margret Zentner

So the story goes. Wihlhelm Zentner grew'up in Galicia ( Austria) got married in
Klein Fontel to a young lady by the name of Anna Maria Lorenz, the daughter of
Henrich Lorenz.
They applied for Passport and traveled through to Breslau where they were to take the
boat for New York USA, but something delayed them, as Anna Maria was heavy with the

twins, Barbara & Josef - who is said to have died en-route. His death is registered at

Wpg. Man. Their journey interruption left them behind the rest of the group they were to
embark with after crossing Atlantic to New York. They came to Chicago and then by
boat to about fifty miles from Winnipeg where they spent ova a year. The house was on
east Portage Ave,l12 Block from Main St.

Working in Winnipeg was just not for Wilhelm with the large family. So they bought
a wagon, harrow, disc, several horses a cow and ox & chickens. Loaded this and departed

for the then North West Territories where land was available to homestead.

An uneventful trip till they got to the Assinaboin River where the axle of the wagon

broke. Wilhelm being a handy man made a new one and continued on till they had

another breakdown.
Wife and five children they "planted" themselves for the winter. A hole u'as dug. the

wagon was turned over to cover it. Sod was cut and a "house" was made.

The area was open for homestead so knowing some of the families they applied for r.l4

sec of land. N.W.ll4 of Sec 4 in Church Bridge M.
This Land was rather stony but had a slough for water and enough grass for feed for the

animals. Grass was cut by hand and stacked for winter animal feed. After receiving the

homestead rights they built a house and log barns.

My father (John) was eleven years old when they hauled the wood from Assippi,(he
remembered his age because he started to use Club chew Tobac"plug" to keep the tooth
ache from making him cry).
The first steam engine in the area was bought and driven in from North Dakota. John was

the "engineer" had his steam papers. Threshing was done from "stacks" after cutting eh

farmer hauled the sheave to the stack and there the threshing machine was set up between

them and four men kept feeding the thresher.

After the steam engine they bought an Advance Humley, rated at 15-30 horse power
and also a thresher that had a chain drive feeder, so advanced the sheaves were hauled

from the field and threshed without the "stack" and the grain was elevated. weighed and

tripped down a chute into a grain bin.
Another aside. When the yard sale was made after all had passed on Teddy was

putting things together plus the "Copper Coil" and some very old hand tools. Wilhelm
was a Teacher-Smith, wood worker and also father as they raised a family. Teddy even

turned the forge blower for Grandfather to sharpen plorvshares.

Anna Maria use to worry about "Dahda" as the "brew" he used to make u,as not legal

but the mash made good treat food for the milk cows (its other use.) Dahda had a hiding
place for himself and also the finished product.



Anna Maria \\'as a short stout \\'oman rvith n-iuch patients. Hand u'ashing clothes and

cooking on a uood burning stove. canning homegrou,n and rrild fruit& r'egetables. No

fridge so el'er1'thing was kept in the "keller" a dugout beloll'the house addition that r.ras

used for the kitchen and pantr,v.

Anna Maria did also make a lot of clothing, mostly hand serving r-rsir-rg the sugar and

flour bags for the bedding and pettie coats for the girls. The canning \\,as fiom ri'rld frr-rit.

gooseberry. raspberry, strau'berries, cl-iokecherries, pincherries, blueberries
(Saskatoon's). high bush cranberrv. Even the tea rvas local hand picked and dried
"chamomile". The wash r.l,as done on a hand rub board and hung out in the rvrnd to dry,
in r.vinter it freeze -dried (no moderrl convenience).

The cooking \\'as taught to the daughters also, those other necessary knorvledge to

raise their families.
All this rvas done ri'hile raising a famil,v of 21 children - 18 survived.Trvo died the

same day,in the f1u epidemic of 1918. At that time several of the older cl-riidren \\'ere

married and had Anna Maria as grand ma. "GROSS MUTTER"
Teddy l-rad quite a ferv meals with the family. also Sunday get togethers u'ith the

married ones families.

Now for some new found old Data

Wilhelm Zentner borr-r Feb 28-1860
IV1arried Jull' 12 1885

Klien Fontal 13 (Russia)
Died at Langenburg Sask Oct 5 1949-

(Tedd,v rvas pall bearer)

Anna Maria Lorenz Kliotovsk. Ukraine 15 Oct 1866

N{arried Jul1, 12 1885

Died Sept 13 1941

Buried at Langenburg Sask . R.C. Cemeter-v

These pages are n,ritten to conserve some of the "histor\," as "Tedd1'" rementbers .So it
may not all be "gospel"

**l have been asked to make some additions to the saga

During their travel frorn \\iinnipeg to the Nofth West Territories they iived off the land.
Wiid meat. beaver, prairie chicken, squirrels. Rabbits and fish must have been good u'ith
a sling shot. With no cold storage, things had to be cooked and used the same da1, or the
next. No time for smoke curing but the beans *'ere bought dry. Was never talked much
about this except that m1, fatirer mentioned that thel' l-rad beaver meat and that he also
caught some llsh'jigged".



As for more on Anna Maria, lve picked berries, rhubarb, plums, gooseberrres. currants in
her backyard garden. Also used her cabbage cutting board to cut cabbage for sauerkraut.

which was put into barrels to ferment under pressure ( big stone) and u'ater lbr u'inter
use. Cucumbers were also put into barrels for dill pickles.
Gros Motters place was the gathering place for the farnily get togethers ou Sundal and

when the moved arvay children (girls) came for the 1'ear1y holidal' r,'isit.

The six sons that she had all stayed in the Langenberg area. Four rnarried and had

families. Two stayed single and lived rvith their parents until they passed arvar'. The

daughters moved away to neighboring towns, married to Carpenters, Grait-t buyers and

some we really don't kno'uv what trade they belonged to, but all seen-ied to have increased

the number of grandchildren for Anna Maria. A11 these 'uvere rvelcome at the old
homestead and manl,nray remember more than I, as I am the youngest son of the oldest

son of Maria.



Sent: Wednesday, August 20,2003 6.06 PM
Subject: The Old Country and the Voyage

Walter Lorenz was born in Dolina, Provrnce of Strier, in Austria/Hungary October 5 1888

"We lived in an area of about 10 houses, with good rich land. The walls of the house were plastered with
clay. No one had any lumber to build with...The floors were also covered with clay. The family left out of a
need to stay free from communism which wds fast closing in. "

The Lorenz family were one of 3000 people who sailed from Bremen Germany in 1900, and arrived in
Ellis lsland New York in November of that year. They included Henry Sr. his son Jacob, and his wife
Margaret, and their children Henry,Frank,Walter,Lena,Mary Mildred Jacob and John
'We had really rough weather. One sailer said it was the worst in 18 years. the voyage took 6 instead of 4
days and many people were seasick. One man died aboard ship, but the body was not dumped into the
sea....instead brought to New York. Many people passed a couple of hours dancing each night When we
docked in New York families were divided up and counted. The place was called "Kettle Garden".. .on the
now infamous Ellis lsland.

From New York the family travelled to Winnipeg, where they spent a few days at the home of Philip
Gower ( a friend of Jacob Sr. in the old country) Then they journeyed south to Cavalier City North Dakota,
and spent the remainder of the winter in a vacant house. ln the spring they moved to Crystal Sprrngs
North Dakota, where Jacob Sr rented a farm.

Lena, Mary and Walter went to school for a couple years. The two oldest (Frank and Henry) worked on
the farm.
Around 1902, the family moved westto Osnabruck North Dakota and rented anotherfarm. Walterworked
on this farm for 3 or4 years untilthey moved again, to Langdon ND

A few years later (1912)the Lorenz family came to Canada, and took up a homestead 20 miles south of
Melfort Saskatchewan....which is now Pleasantdale.

"We pitched in helping neighbors... .The land was sandy and poor for farming. lt rained a lot so there was
enough vegetation. We grew barley, oats and wheat, but sometimes could only get 50 cents a bushel
As for our social life, we went to a few dances in one of the school houses."

On October 2, 1916, when Walter was 28 he married Amelia Fetter on her parent's farm in Watson Sask
She was the daughter of Agnes and Philip, formerly of Samara Russia. According to Walter, they only
knew each other for a few weeks meeting on a visit to Watson.

Henry Sr. died in Pleasantdale on October29,1922. According to family records he was 117 and reputed
to be the oldest Iiving citizen in Canada.

My Grandfather Walter recalled these stories in '1981 at the age of 92 He had a wonderful memory and
was a great help to me. The rest of his story carries on with his family life with Amelia (my Grandmother)
and their children. I do remember that he never wanted to speak German .,.and during the war, as with
many families of German descent was ashamed and afraid to admit his heritage My Aunt Agnes who is
the oldest (11 years older than Mom)just turned 85, August 2 and is doing great She strll lives in
Yorkton....and may have some stories of herown. We have some tape recordings of Grampa reciting
poetry, and singing.. ..and telling stories, which certainly makes this family tree more interesting. The
information he supplied me with above are his recollections, and perhaps not exact dates etc

I hope you find this of help...and interest

Laurie
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